The Gospel berald. 


“« Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 
you. I. NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 1822. NO. 51, 


—_— 
—_ 


Ubiections to Unitarian Christianity considered. | who, in his longest discourse, has dropt not a 
(Continued from page 399.) | word about a Trinity or inborn corruption, and 
4. We now proceed to another objection often special and electing grace: and still more, we seri- 
arged against our views, or rather against those | ously doubt, whether our preaching could with 
who preach them ; and it is this, that we preach | poepriaty be called moral, did we urge these 
morality. To meet this objection, we beg to| doctrines, especially the two last; for, however 
know what is intended by morality. Are we to} hotly they may be defended by honest men, they 
understand by it, what it properly signifies, our seem to us to border ow immorality; that is, to 
hole duly, however made known to us, whether | dishonour God, to weaken the sense of responsi- 
by nature or revelation? Does it mean the whole bility, to break the spirit, and to loosen the re- 
extent of those obligations which belong to us as/| straints on guilty passion. 
moral beings? Does it mean that “sober, right-} 5. Another objection urged against us, is, that 
eous, godly life,” which our moral Governor has| Our system does not produce as much zeal, seri- 
preached to us by his Son, as the great prepara- | ousness, and piety as other views of religion. This 
tion for Heaven? If this be morality, we cheer-| objection it is difficult to repel, except by lan- 
fully plead guilty to the charge of preaching it,| guage which will seem to be a boasting of our- 
and of labouring chiefly and constantly to enforce|selves. When expressed in plain language, it 
it; and believing, as we do, that all the doctrines, | amounts to this—“ We Trinitarians and Calvin- 
precepts, threatenings, and promises of the gos-|ists are better and more pious than you Unitari- 
pel, are revealed for no other end than to make | ans, and consequently our system is more scriptu- 
men moral, in this true and generous sense, we|ral than yours.’ Now, assertions of this kind do 
hope to continue to merit this reproach. not strike us as very modest and humble, and we 
We fear, however, that this is not the meaning| believe, that truth does not require us to defend 
of the morality, which is said to be the burden of | it by setting up our piety above that of our neigh- 
our preaching. Some, at least, who thus reproach bours. This, however, we would say, that if our 
us, mean, that we are accustomed to enjoin only zeal and devotion are faint, the fault is our own, 
aworldly and social morality, consisting in eom-|and not that of our doctrine. We are sure that 
mon honesty, common kindness, and freedom |our views of the Supreme Being are incompar- 
from gross vices ; neglecting to inculcate inward ably more affecting and attractive, than those 
purity, devotion, heavenly mindedness, and love | Which we oppose. It is the great excellence of 
to Jesus Christ. We hope that the persons, who | our system, that it exalts God, vindicates his pa- 
thus accuse us speak from rumour, and have/ternal attributes, and appeals powerfully to the 
never heard our instructions for themselves ; for! ingenuous principles of love, gratitude and vene- 
the charge is false ; and no one, who ever sat un-| ration; and when we compare it with the doc- 
der our ministry can urge it, without branding|trines which are spread around us, which make 
himself a slanderer. The first and great com-|God a despot, and religion an offering of abject 
mandment, which is to love God supremely, is| fear, we feel that of all men we are most inex- 
recognized and enforced habitually in our preach- | cusable, if a filial piety do not spring up and grow 
ing; and our obligations to Jesus Christ, the friend | strong in our hearts. 
who died for us, are urged, we hope, not wholly| Perhaps it may not be difficult to suggest some 
without tenderness and effect. causes for the charge, that our views do not fa- 
Itis but justice, however, to observe of many, vour seriousness and zeal. One reason probably 
that when they reproach us with moral preach-| is, that we interpret with much rigour those pre- 
ing, they do not mean that we teach only out-‘cepts of Christ, which forbid ostentation, and 
ward decencies, but that we do not inculcate | enjoin modesty and retirement in devotion, We 
certain favourite doctrines, which are to them {dread a showy religion. We are disgusted with 
the very marrow and richness of the gospel.|pretentions to superior sanctity, that stale and 
When such people hear a sermon, be the subject| vulgar way of building up a sect. We believe 
what it may, which is not seasoned with recog-| that true religion speaks in actions more than in 
nitions of the trinity, total depravity, and similar} words, and manifests itself chiefly in the com- 
articles of faith, they call it moral. According to| mon temper and life; in giving up the passions 
this strange and unwarrantable use of the term,|to God's authority, in inflexible uprightoess and 
we rejoice to say that we are “ moral preachers ;”| truth, in active and modest charity, in candid 
and it comforts us that we have for our pattern, | judgment, and in patience under trials and inju- 
“Him, who spake as never man spake,” and ries. We think it no part of piety to publisia sts 
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fervours, but prefer a delicacy in regard to oe] fact, that a very common method of Oppasing 
secrets of the soul ; and hence, to those persons, | our sentiments is to deery the piety of those who 
who think that religion isto be worn conspicu-| adopt them. After all, we mean not to deny our 
ously and spoken of passionately, we may seem | great deficiencies. We have nothing to boast he. 
eold and dead, when perhaps, were the heart|fore God, although the cause of truth forbide 
uncovered, it might be seen to be “ alive to God,” | us to submit to the censoriousness of our bre. 
as truly as their own. thren. (To be continued.) 
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Again, it is one of our principles, flowing ne- 
cessarily from our views of God, that religion is| 
cheerful ; that where its natural tendency is not | 
obstructed by false theology, or a gloomy tem- | 
perament, it opens the heart to every pure and | 
innocent pleasure. We do not think, that piety 
disfigures its face, or wraps itself in a funeral 
pall as its appropriate garb. too many 
conceive of religion as something solemn, sad, 
und never to be named but with ay altered tone 
and countenance ; and where they miss these 
imagined signs of piety, they can hardly believe 
that a sense of God dwells in the heart. 

Another cause of the error in question, we 
believe to be this. Our religious system abso- 
lutely excludes those overwhelming terrors and 
transports, and those sudden changes of the cha- 
vacter, which many think essential to piety. We 
do not believe in shaking and disordering men’s 
understandings by excessive fear, as a prepara- 
tion for supernatural grace and immediate con- 
version. This we regard as a dreadful corrup- 
tion and degradation of religion. Religion, we 
believe, is a gradual and rational work, begin- 
ning ordinagily in education, confirmed by reflex- 
ion, growing by regular use of Christian means, 
and advancing silently to perfection. Now, | 
because we specify no time when we were over- 
powered and created anew by irresistible im- 
pulse; because we relate no agonies of despair 
succeeded by miraculous light and joy, we are 
thought by some to be strangers to piety—how 
reasonable let the judicious detrmine. 

Once more; we are thought to want zeal, be- 
cause our principles forbid us to use many me- 
thods for spreading them, which are common 
with other Christians. Whilst we value highly 
our peculiar views, and look to them for the best | 
fruits of piety, we still consider ourselves as 
bound to think charitably of those who doubt or 
deny them ; and with this conviction, we cannot 
enforce them with that vehemence, positiveness, 
and style of menace, which constitute much of 
the zeal of certain denominations—and we freely | 
confess, that we would on no account exchange 
eur charity for their seal; and we trust that the 
time is near, when he, who holds what he deems 
truth with lenity and forbearance, will be ac- 
egounted more pious than he who compasses sea 
and land to make proselytes to his sect, and 
« shuts the gates of mercy” on all who will not 
bow their understandings te his creed. We fear, 
that on these remarks we may have been uncon- 
eciously betrayed into a self-exalting spirit. No-| 
thing could have drawn them from us, but the} 


Now 





} 





filthy! notwithstanding their abhorrence! 


REMARKS. 

The reader is requested to turn to Number 50, 
page 399, col. 1, containing “ Objections to Uni. 
larianism,” in continuation, &e. We had no 
space for remarks in our lasj Number. The pro- 
phet Isaiah (Ixiv. 6,) declaresg* But we are ali as 
an unclean thing, and all ouprighteousness¢s gy, 
as filthy rags; and we daPall fade as a haf 
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken ys 
away.” We think our Unjtarian friends have 
stretched the matier alittle. The prophet does 
not say, “our outward Jewish righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags.”’ But “ all our righteousnesses.” And 
if, as our Unitarian friends say, “they see and 
mourn over the deficiencies, broken resolutions, 
and mixed motives of the best of men,” we think 
the best of men, on their own confession, are 
It 
therefore appears, that the “ great condition on 
which everlasting life is bestowed,” is, “ de(- 
ciencies, broken mixed mo- 
tives,” &c. although they seriously declare, (ha; 
“ God's forgiving love,” &c. “is the foundation 
of hope to the penitent, on which we firmly rest, 
and a firmer the universe cannot furnish!” And 
then comes, with peculiar grace, the “ great con- 
dition!!!” 

How the Arminians can object to Unitarianism 
we do not see. They are “ hail fellow well met, 
in absurdity, and setting aside a difference oi 
opinion relative to creeds, which the Arminians 
can safely do, as they do not understand their 
own, they might plod on very barmoniously to- 
gether! We should like extremely for our Unita- 
rian friends to inform us, whether “the highest 
benefit which Christ came to confer,” and which 
is “the only important and lasting distinction 
between man and man,” which is the “ great con- 


resolutions, and 


| dition on which everlasting life is bestowed,” &c 


is “ deficiencies, broken resolutions, and mixed 
motives?” And whether the “ very image of God’ 
is associated with “ deficiencies, broken resolu 
tions, and mixed motives,” and whether these are 
to “remain the only important and lasting distinc- 
tions between man and man ?”’ 

It is due to the writer of this pamphlet, (we 
understand it was published at Baltimore,) to say, 
that the hypothesis of .an infinite sin, a sacrifice 
to appease an enraged Deity, &c. is by him effec- 
tually confuted, and its absurdities pointed out in 
clear and energetic language. But his conditions 
and righteousness, &c. are spots on his logic ! 

—— 
ANOTHER OFFERING TO MOLOCH. 

The following account names anotber victim, 
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a sacrifice to the doctrine of Devils! Every hu-| consent, disposed to vent all your wrath against 
wane and sensible person inthe community should | this class of Christians, You have, alternately, 
iit bis voice against this abominable, God-dis- | raved, stormed, condemned, threatened, slander- 
honouring, man-destroying, hypothesis, which led, and denounced, those who believe we have 
blasts with deadly bligh:, every prospect, and im- | all one common Parent ; that we are all destined 


piously and blasphemously traduces the God of | to one eternal home, and intended for the realms 
Love, who “is good to all,” and whose “ tender | of immortal bliss. 


It is a peculiar faet, that you 
| have never been able to bring any serious charges 
against this people. Their doctrine you dare not 
The wife of Moses Blowers, put an investigate. You have called it licentious, and 
end to her natural life by drowning in a well, on i devilish. In support of this bare-faced, not to say 
Thursday last. Mrs. Blowers was one of the sub- ‘cruel, declaration, you have adduced no evidence. 
jects of an awakening which hed been got up in | You have said, like the ignorant deacon in the 
the neighboushood, who fancied herself a sinner | dialogue, “It is so, and that is reason enough.” 
beyond the reaeh of mercy! We are informed Now, I ask, will it not appear to all the world, as 
that the unhappy womaa stated, as her firm belief, lif you had a bad and weak cause to support, and 
that her “ sou! would be in heli” before the Sun- | the Universalists a good one, against which you 
day preceding her death. Under the influence | have only been able’to bring visionary charges. 
of feelings thus peculiarly distressing, she severed| My Christian friends, this spirit of persecution, 
the cord by whose frail brittle tenure human! which too often discovers itself, has done much 
life is suspended betwixt time and eternity. The injury to the cause of Christianity. Our Saviour 
deceased sustained an excellent character, and is'inculcated doctrines of peace, but you disregard 
deeply lamented.—. Y. Daily Adv. | them. He told you to /ore one another, and even 
—_ treat your enemies with becoming respect. But 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. you have disobeyed the divine mandate. You 
TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC. | have determined to tyraunize over, and denounce 
Fellow Christians—The course you have pur- ‘all those who may be so unfortunate as to differ 
sued towards one another, has only tended to) with you on points of doctrine, that are non-es- 
draw upon you the scrutinizing eye of infidelity, sential. This course is calculated to produce 
and bring into disrepute the religion of our dear | fatal effects to the system of Christianity. The 
Redeemer. You kuow full well the virulence infidel may, with much propriety, call this sys- 
and censure that have been indulged by your/tem your own production, if they judge from 
respective denominations. Instead of living in| your conduct. I advise, that you desist imme- 
peace and love, and endeavouring to promote diately from slandering and condemning your 
each other's happiness, you have fostered perse-| fellow Christians. If you will not follow this 
eution and countenanced religious broils. Instead | advice, permit me to suggest to you to attack 
ef inculcating liberal and rational principles,|real and not visionary notions. Examine every 
principles which would have entwined your doctrine that may be propounded for public or 
brows with laurels, and transmitted to future | private consideration, before you thunder your 
azes correct notions of the character of Deity, | ecclesiastical censures against those who have 
you have engendered false sentiments, pampered |as good claims to orthodoxy as yourselves, and 
religious pride, imposed dogmatical notions, disse- | believe me yours, 
minated illiberal, unreasonable, and unscriptural 
doctrines, fed bigotry in all its forms, and anathe- 
matized one another. What do you expect to 
reap for this unbecoming and justly reprehensi- 
bie conduct? Does your consciences approbate ? 
Does peace shed her gentle beams upon your 
Has not the worm which never dies 
gnawed your spirits, and the fire that is never 
quenched set on flame the mental world? If so, 
why do you persist in a course that is only cal- 
culated to deprive you of many peaceful hours, 
and real pleasures, besides sowing the seed of dis- 
cord and misery in the minds of others ? 


wercies are over all his works.” 
MANTIVS, APRIL 3 
of Pompey, 


ONESIMUS 
—__—— 


“ Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when 
the glory of his house is increased ; for when he 
dicth he shall carry nothing away: his glory shall 
not descend afler him.” Psa. xlix. 16, 17. 

The vanity of human life has been the theme of 
the philosopher, the moralist, and the poet. To 
the unthinking and the giddy, who are immersed 
in pleasures, and the avaricious, who constantly 
dance attendance at Pluto's shrine, the thunder of 
declamation, and the persuasive voice of reason, 
are alike ineffectual. Tothe man, then, who pro- 


minds? 








You condemn, indiscriminately, every sect 
that introduces a sentiment different from what 
you, generally, conceive to be orthodox. You 
have anathematized almost all denominations 
None, however, have received so creat a share 
of your ecclesiastical censure, as the denomina- 


tion called Universalists. You seem, by common 





fesses to think, and pretends to act, like a con- 
sistent and rational being, the precepts of truth, 
and the still small voice of reason, may not alto- 
gether be thrown away. To such an one we 
would say, Child of Adam, whither goest thou ? 
and what is thy aim and purpose? Are riches thy 
aim? The glory that ricues confer wiil die with 
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thee. Thou canst never stand in competition with | mind ; and no reasonable person will preter er; 
the mountains of Peru! They are richer than thou! to truth, when he can have the truth for Jess trou 


canst be; and more honourable, because more, ble than error will occasion to its POSSE ssor 


weelthy. Thy possessions will change masters,| The doctrine of an angry God, and an expiatory 
and thy name fill, for a short time, a gapin con- | sacrifice to appease his vindictive justice, is eon. 
trary to Scripture, repugnant te the voice of Na- 
ture, and hostile to every rational sentimen; — 
Modern zealots, however, conceiving the Deity 


versation, when the wind and weather has been 
talked of, and the sluggish mind wanders for mat- 
ter in the wilds of listlessness. Thy glory will not 

descend after thee 
Hast thou attained thy object? Measure thy) cible, implacable, and revengeful, very naturally 
dignities, and see to what they amount. Thou hast invented a plan for appeasing his supposed vep. 
more money than many of thy neighbours. Thy} geance, as cruel and absurd as they would exaet, 
house is larger, thy furniture extravagantly use-| were they provoked to anger, and spurred, by 
less and more expensive, than thy fellows. Thou] their wicked hearts, to glut their malice and seek 
art very busy—weighty matters, in thy opinion,| revenge. Unfortunately for every hypothesis jy 
employ thy time; and every thing is made to} vented by man, God, if we can believe himselj 
give way to the accumulation of riches. Thou) instead of hating men, and determining upon tor 
art nodded to obsequiously by those who worship! menting them, loved them when sinners and ene 
money ; and thy days plod on in one unvaried! mies; and, instead of exacting from his Son, is 
round of important burry and busy exertion. life, as a sacrifice to appease bis wrath, “ sent hi 
Tuov piest! The curtain drops! Thy play is| Son to be the Saviour of the world.” What, short 
o'er! Listen to the sehedule of thy achievements, | of insanity, could pervert the declaration, “God 
the recital of thy adventures—a recapitulation of) so loved the world, that he sent his only begotien 
thy sacrifices and exertions to bless mankind ! Son, &c.” to mean, that God so hated the world, 
Thy clothes, and the apparel of thy family,| that his only begotton Son came himself to ap 
were fine, that is, contained a grealer number of| pease his Father's wrath, and save those whom bis 
threads, and consisted of flax or wool, which was| Father would in vengeance destroy ? Or where 
vicer than thy neighbours! Thy house was three’ except in the archives of lunacy, can you find so 
times as large as was necessary, and contained! outrageous a departure from reason and truth, « 
furniture sufficient for half a dozen families.| the following—that God made a covenant wit! 
Thou livedst in great style, and squandered year-| the Son, on condition of his suffering the ven 
ly, and useless/y, large sums of money without) geance due the offenders, to give him, as a re 
benefiting thyself, and continually kept in thy! ward, a part of those who deserved the vengeance: 
possession property that was useless and trouble-| he suffered in their room and stead ; when we 
all that “‘God was in Christ, reconciling the 


some. In fine, thou wert once a great man of bu- 
siness, and now—thou art rolling unnoticed, and| world unto himself, not imputing their trespass 
thy honours, the shadow reflected by thy possessions,| unto them ;’ That “ he has no pleasure in the 
have forsaken thee, and feed, for alittle while, the| death of the sinver ;” That “Gop 1s Love ;” and 
pride and vanity of thy ephemeral successor !—) that it is “ his will that all men shall be saved and 
“ How are the mighty fallen,” and their honours| come unto the knowledge of the truth ?” 
perished ! | Let every declaration of the character and pur 
« Man wants but little here below, | poses of God be reversed, and the abominable by 
Nor wants that little lorfg.” | pothesis of an enraged implacable Deity, and 


to be altogether such an one as themselves, ira, 


| 


Father in Heaven, “ ‘Two things have | required 
of thee: deny me them not before I die. Remove 
far from me vanity and lies: give me neither pov- 
erty nor riches; feed me with food convenient 
for me: lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who 
isthe Lord? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take 
the name of my God in rain.” But, in this, as in 
all things else, “ Not my will, but thine be done.” 

a 
THE SALVATION OF ALL MEN 
ILLUSTRATED AND DEFENDED. 

« Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
honour, and power: For thou hast created all 
things ; and for thy eLeasure they are and were 
crealed.”” Rev.iv. 11. 

( Continued from p. 370.) 


ATONEMENT CONSIDERED, Kc. 





There being only truth and error, an exhibition 
of the (ruth will be sufficient to satisfy a candid 


atoning sacrifice to expiate and appease his wrath, 
can be substantiated, and not without. We assert 
in the most unqualified language, that the Seri)- 
tures contain no such doctrine. You can find it 
only in the crooked systems of men, who were 
crazed with a superabundance of human inven- 
tion, which has, from time immemorial, been 
sought out and palmed upon the world for the 
character and purposes of the King of heaven 
That certain being, thing, or principle, called the 
devil, and who or which is supposed to be the 
worst thing, or principle, or being, in the universe, 
has never, to our knowledge, been accused of de- 
signs so truly diabolical, and of possessing a char- 
acter so undescribably detestable, as that ascribed 
to the God of LOVE ! And we have no hesitation 
in saying, that the infidelity of the greatest athe- 
istical fool that ever existed, is far less implicatory 
of the Majesty of heaven and earth, than the exe 
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crable prayers and petitions of thousands, who! come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
pave vomited blasphemies from the pulpit! The ture, shall be able to separate us from the lore of 
caving of Plutarch is illustrative of our subject :, God, which is in (and manifested through,) Christ 
«| bad rather,” said he, “ that future generations Jesus our Lord,” Rom. viii. Remember, “1 am 
should deny that Plutarch ever existed, than that God, (Lore,) I change not!" How, we ask, could 
they should say that Plutarch lived, and was cruel,| the purposes and designs of our heavenly Father 
implacable, and revengeful”” The misguided fool, be changed for the better? Lore brought man in- 
who says in bis heart, “ There is no God,” is no | to being. Love subjected him to vanity. Lore 
more nor less than a fool! But the man, who ac-! pursues him through all his wanderings ; and Lore 
knowledges the existence of God, and, surrounded | brings him back to his native heaven. Hatred, 
with innumerable evidences of his goodness and | malice, envy, and all evil, man finds in his wan- 
mercy, attributes to him a disposition, designs and derings. It is at a distance from his Father, from 
purposes, which would disgrace man or devil to| Love, that evils generate. “In his presence is 
be implicated with, is worse than a fool !* fulness of joys; and at his right hand there are 

Things have come to a strange pass in this world| pleasures for evermore.” Let us therefore pur- 
of ours. It isa dreadful thing to speak disrespect- sue the inquiry, for itis “ Life eternal to know 
fully of men, who are called doctors of divinity.| thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
It is a terrible outrage to doubt the trath of hu-/ thou hast sent.” 
man system-mongers. But, to slander with the; « For if when we were enemies we were re- 
foulest aspersions the God of the whole earth, and | conciled to God by the death of his Son; much 
pervert the revelation which he has made of him-| more being reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
self to man, is fashionable, pious, and lucrative!) life. And not only so, but we also joy in God, 
Leaving the absurd, contradictory, and preposte-| through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
rously wicked, opinions and principles of deluded | now received the aroyement,’ Rom. v. This is 
men, we turn to the system of Him, who is Light| the only passage in the New Testament, where 
and Leve! |the word atonement occurs. Speculations rela- 

“Tam God; I change not ; therefore ye sons of | tive to the definition of the English word atone- 
Jacob are not consumed ;” is a declaration illus-| ment, are useless. If this word mean precisely 
trative of the character and purposes of the Sire | what the original word signifies, it is a proper 
of angels and men. Nothing can propitiate Love /| translation. If not, then it is evidently imperfect. 
Nothing can add to, nor diminish Infinity! Love,| What the word is supposed to signify is out of the 
wisdom, justice, gooduess, and mercy, are synony-| question ; for many men suppose many things! 
mous terms when applied to Deity. And power,|The word rendered alonement is xatadrayrr. 
almighty power, is his exclusive prerogative ; for! See Schrev. Lex. “ Commutatio, reconciliatio. A 
“in him we live, move, and have our being.” | change, alteration. A re-vblaining, procuring again, 
Therefore, to talk of appeasing or propitiating! regaining ; agreement, reconciliation, making of 
Love, is as absurd as to talk of warming fire!!! | friends.” But not one word about sacrificing the 
There would be incalculably greater reason for| innocent in the room and stead of the guilty, to 
the sportive infant to tremble with terrific appre-| save them from the just punishment due them for 
hension in the embrace of the fondest mother’s! their transgressions. We submit it to the candid 
love, than can possibly exist for any of the race|reader, whether the English word atonement is 
of Adam to fear and doubt of the lore of their! supposed to convey the above definition of the 
heavenly Father! In the impressive language of original word? How many opinions are abroad 
inspiration we are instructed, that, “ For scarce-| respecting the meauing of the word, as applied to 
ly for a righteous ‘man will one die ; yet peradven- | Christ's mediation. We are free to acknowledge 
ture for a good man some would even dare to die. that the word a/onement, properly defined, is ap- 
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that) plicable, so far as it goes, but not so full and ex- 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us,” | tensive as the original.". The subject under con- 
Rom. v. How forcibly the inference—If sin, with | sideration being all-important, and the miscon- 
all its deformity, cannot estrange the mind and structions of men, which have gone aboad into 
lore of our heavenly Father from his offspring, | the world relative to it, being numerous, the read- 
0! what can separate? “1 am persuaded, that’ er, we trust, will patiently and candidly examine 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- the following simile, and divesting himself, as 
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things fo Much as possible, of prejudice, decide with cool 
|impartiality, and give to truth that credit which it 
| merits. 

*We have sometimes been accused of being! A. is offended with B ,and inexorable in his de- 
harsh. It is possible some may call the above | mand for satisfaction. B. is also offended with A., 
harsh. If it is, we cannot help it. We have con- | 
sidered this matter again and again, and cannot, : : 
conceive of milder terms to express any thing like| _~ The reader will please turn to Number 26, p 
the amount of this abominabdic hypothesis which 205, Col.2. And, for Remarks on Acts. sii, 21 , to 
We so heartily execrate. | Number 24, p. 1vi, Col, 2 
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and persists in hisenmity. A. is powerful, B.im-|enemy. A., to undeceive B. and accomplish hj. 

purpose of love, sends his son, and manifests him. 
tion to A.; and A., in default of B.’s expiating his |self to B. in and through his son, in love and me, 
offence, which it is impossible for him to do, is|cy ; open's B.'s eyes to see the glory and goog 
about to inflict a tremendous vengeance, which, | ness of his character and purposes, and convinces 
At this |B. that what he has mistaken for evidences of his 


potent. It is notin B.'s power to make satisfac- | 


unless averted, must destroy B. for ever. 


juncture, C., a thie! person, appears, and volunta- | dislike, and inattention to his welfare, were 


rily, and in the room and stead of B., suffers the ‘his infinitely wise and merciful providence, es 
vengeance due to B, and appeases the wrath of A. |to make him ultimately holy and happy :-—To rp 
C., having effected this deliverance, calls upon B. | instate bim in the life he lost by ignorance and 
no longer to hate or cherish a sense of enmity | transgression, and raise him, from mortality to im. 
against A., but, in consideration of A.’s mercy, (in | mortality, from corruption to incorruption, and 
not forgiving the offence, but exacting payment | from dishonour to glory! B. is no longer in igng 
in unrelenting hostility,) to be friendly with A.,/rance; his doubts and fears are gone: he see. 
who, (now he bas no reason to be angry,) is wil- | A., manifested through his son, to be all love and 
ling to regard him with favour. goodness, and he is reconciled to A., and “ rejoices 
The above, reader, are the prime features of the | with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” Reade; 
modern doctrine of the atonement, stripped of the | this is the Scripture view of the atonement. Wha 
can dwell in that bosom, which would reject thi: 
meaning terms, has enclosed it. Its merits, if it | gloviens exhibition of the character and purposes 
has any, can be seen at a single glance ; and its lof God! How cruel must that heart be, which is 
demerits can be ascertained with equal facility. | not rejoiced in view of the restoration of all meo 
“ To the law and the testimony,” says the Book! | the extinction of evil, and the introduction ot 
And there we have been, and have proved that | good! 
the faw requireth no infinile penalty. The testi- Is an objection raised? Can it be possible that 
mony informs us, that God, so far from being in- | a man can be found, who would prefer the misery 
eensed with almighty fury against his creature of his neighbour to his happiness ? Will any on 
man, and needing the intervention of a third| pretend that our declarations, relative to the 
person to appease his wrath, loved men when en- | Scripture view of the atonement, are incorrect ? 
emies and sinners! That “ God,” himself, “ was {If there is one doubt resting in the mind of any 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not }candid man, let him read Isa. xliv. 22, 23, «J 
imputing their trespasses unto them.” We think ‘have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgres- 
| sions, and, as a cloud, thy sins ; return unto me 
for! have redeemed thee. Sing, O ye heavens 
for the Lord hath done it : shou, ye lower parts 
of the earth ; break forth into singing, ye moun- 
tains, O forest, and every tree therein: for the 
Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified him 
self in Israel.” Chap. xlii. 5, 6, 7, 16, 21, “Thus 
saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, 
and stretched them out; be that spread forth the 
earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that 
giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit 
to them that walk therein ; I the Lord have called 
thee in righteousness, and will hold thine band, 


false glosses which pedantry, in fustian and un- 


it would be as superfluous to offer more testimo- 
ny, or adduce more arguments to disprove (he er- 
ror we have briefly exhibited in the foregoing 
simile, as it would be to attempt to prove, that 
there existed such an element as water, to con- 
vince a man who had circumnavigated the globe! 
4 man must be hoodwinked with a salary, blind- 
ed by prejudice, cased in ignorance, or obstinate- 
ly bent on denying the evidence of his own sen- 
ses, who will persist in the declaration, that the 
words, “ God so loved the world hat he sent his 
only begotten Son,” and “ God was in Christ, re- 
conciling the world unto himself,” &c. means, 


that God hated the’ world, and was so inexorable 
in his demands, and insatiable in his vengeance, 
that his Son, distinct from the Father, came of his 
own accord to suffer in the room and stead of 
man, and appease the vengeance of*an incensed 
God! For the farther illustration of the truth, we 
introduce the following simile. The reader is re- 
quested to reject so much of it as disagrees with 
the Scriptures and with reason. 

A. loves B. and desires his happiness. Being in- 
finite in wisdom, he has placed B. in the best pos- 
sible circumstances, that, in the fulness of times, 
when under his providenee and management, B. 
can be placed in perfect happiness and glory. B., 
ignorant of the glorious designs of A., and judging 
from appearances, which deceive him in conse- 


and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant 
of the people, fora light of the Gentiles ; to open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from 
the prison, and them that sit in darkness out ot 
the prison-house. AndI will bring the blind bya 
way that they knew not; I will lead them in 
paths that they have not known: I will make 
darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight. These things will I do unto them, and 
not forsake them. The Lord is well pleased for 
his righteousness sake ; he will magnify the law, 
and make it honourable.” 
(To be continued.) 
ee 

“ Bressep are the undefiled in the way, who 

walk in the law of the Lorp. Blessed are they that 





quence of his blindness, conceives A. to be bis! 


keep his testimonies.” ScripTuRE 
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* For tne Gospet Herarp. 
ONE STRONG REASON 
For believing why all men are not saved, 

In opposition to the “ Seven strong (and I had 
like to have said, strange) reasons for believing 
all men will be saved,”—And it is this,—Not that 
Christ, the Way, is insufficient for the salvation 
of all, if all would walk ia it; but all de not 
walk in it, therefore all are not saved. 

AN IMPAKTIALIST. 

Note —Universalists will please to answer, how 
those who will nol obey Christ can be saved by him ? 

“lease to answer directly to the point, as you 
profess to be skilful in the doctrine of uncondi- 
tional salvation. 

ANSWER. 

Isa xiii. 5, 6, 7, 13, 14, 15, 16, “ Thus saith 
God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and 
stretched them out; he that spread forth the 
earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that 
giveth breath unto the people upon ii, and spirit 
to them that walk therein ; { the Lord have called 
thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant 
of the people, for a light of the Gentiles ; to open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from | 
the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of 
the prison-bouse. The Lord shall go forth as a 
mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man 
of war: he shall cry ; yea, roar; be shall prevail 
against hisenemies. I have long time holden my 
peace ; I have been still, and retrained myself : 
now willl cry like atravailing woman ; I will de- 
stroy and devour at ence. I will make wasie 
mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs ; 
and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry 
up the pools. And I will bring the blind by a 
way that they knew not ; I will lead them in paths 
that they have not known: I will make darkness 
light before them, and crooked things straight. 
These things will 1 do unto them, and not for- 
sake them.” 

—_— 

To tne Eprror oF tHe Gospet Herarp. 

Mr. Epiror,—While perusing the 36th Num- 
ber of your Gospel Herald, page 285, I was quite 
unable to reconcile your position to common 
facts; namely, “ Inscrutable wisdom and almigh- 
ty power can effect all his (God's) purposes.” 
(pleasure.) Again, “ The ostensible purpose” of 
man’s creation is “ to glorify God and enjoy him 
Jor ever.” You say, “It is conceded that God's 
purpose was, that man should answer the end in 
view.” Now, it is a matter of fact, that man does 
not “ answer the end in view,” and hence, I know 
of but two alternatives ; that is, either “ infinite 
wisdom and almighty power” cannot effect all 
things,” or, it was not the “ purpose” of God, in 
man’s creation, that he should “ glorify God and 
enjoy him for ever.” By solving this difficulty, 
you will much oblige a eonstant subscriber. 





PHILOM. 


ANSWER. 

In the “times of the restitution ef all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began,” and which 
an apostle calls the “ dispensation of the fulness 
of times,” if all mankind do not “ glorify God, 
and enjoy him,” we shall confess that we have 
been very much mistaken ! 

Note. —If it were admitted that because a thing 
in prospect, and necessarily future, has not taken 
place, and is not present, that the fact of its not be- 
ing present, is an evidence that it is not future, 
then, we must confess we are very much in the 
dark. Of God, we read, (He has declared,) “ My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do al// my pleasure.” 
And that his pleasure is, “in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times, to gather together in one all 
things in Christ.” Also, that “He hath no pleasure 
in the pearn of him that dieth:” Therefore, facts, 
existing facts, prove that God has not yet done all 
his pleasure !—That the time is coming when He 
will do it, and then will all men glorify and en- 


joy Him. God can and witt do this. The time 


appointed has not arrived. But He hath given as- 
surance in raising Jesus Christ from the dead ; 
both incorruptible and immortal ! For ourselves, 
we are determined to wait patiently, and with full 
confidence, God's time, and never doubt the ac- 
complishment of all He has promised,—until facts 
shall prove His declarations null and void. With 
God's assistance, we shall pass the barrier of time 
and read the counsels of eternity, before we alter 
our mind. 
a 


UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 
IN DANBURY, CONNECTICUT. 
Constitution and Articles of Faith for the First Uni- 
versalist Society in Danbury. 
PREAMBLE. 

With a view to extend those principles whick 
teach men to love God with the whole heart, and 
their neighbour as themselves, and with gratitude 
to our heavenly Father, that we are permitted to 
worship him agreeably to the dictates of our own 
conscience, and looking for his assistance and pro- 
tection, We, the undersigned, do hereby agree te 
unite and form ourselves into a RELIGIOUS com- 
pact, under the name of the First Universalist So- 
ciety in Danbury, professing to believe in the 
Gospel preached to Abraham ; and the better to 
accomplish the same, We, whose names follow, 
do voluntarily subscribe to the following Consti- 
tution and Articles of Faith. 

PROFESSION OF BELIEF. 

Article 1. We believe that the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments contain a revelation of 
the character of God, and of the duty, interest, 
and final destination of mankind 

Art. 2. We believe that there is one God, 
whose Nature is Love, revealed in one Lord Jesus 


(Christ, by one Holy Spirit of grace; who will 
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finally restore the whole family of mankind to ho- 
liness and happiness. 

Art. 3 We believe that holiness and true hap- 
piness are inseparably connected, and that belier- 
ers ought to be careful to maintain order, and to 
practise good works, for these things are good and 
profitable unto men. 

[We omit the Constrrutios for want of room.) 

The Articles of Faith, and the Constitution, 
are signed, Per order of 

EBENEZER “aie 


Was. Parca, 
Wa. Peex, ; Exeeulive Committee. 


STEPHEN GReGoryY, 
Ina KR. Witpman, 
Tuomas P. Waite, Secretary. 
Relig. Inquirer. 
ee 
To all whom it may concern. 

In Namber 24, page 192, we noticed a manu- 
script received from the Rev. Hawley Saniord, 
(Conn.) assigning our reasons for not publishing 
it. Mr. 8. we learn, has boasted prodigiously on 
this account! To freshen his memory, we repeat 
our remark, that, “if his MS. contained more 
truth and argument, aud less falsehood and abuse, 
it should be published.” Mr. S. was accommoda- 
ted with terms, which, had he possessed a shade 
of the potency be boasts of, would have brought 
him tothe test. As it is, we have only to inform 
him, that we prefer, on every account, his venting 
his avathemas in the atmosphere, to the columns 
of this paper! Those who have read his produc- 
tions will give him as much credit as he merits ; 
and this can be done without exciting any un- 
pleasant sensations in the mind of any believer 
in the truths we advocate. 

Mr. S. recently agreed to meet an audience, to 
produce the Gospel Herald, and prove it to ad- 
vocate and assert falsehood. But, lo! the time 
arrived—the people collected, and Mr. S. kept 
snug at home!!! 

{C7 The Rev. Mr. Eaton, of Norwalk, is inform- 
ed, that the people of his town would be better 
satisfied if he were to producé hard argumenis, 
when he preaches against the Gospel Herald, in- 
stead of hard names! We thank him for his exer- 
tions to increase the curiosity of his people to 
lock beyond the precincts of Ais church for in- 
formation. —=__— 

ARMINIANS, HEAR JEHOVAH, 

“ Heal me, O Lonp, and I shall be healed: Save 
me, and I shall be saved.’’ You tell us, that we 
must heal our own moral infirmities. You say, we 
must sanctify ourselves. You declare, that we 
must purify our corrupt hearts, and eradicate (by 
our filthy works,) every evil propensity. Now, are 
you not mistaken on this subject? Do you not 
contradict the word of God? The prophet does 
not admit your doctrine of works te be true. He 
says, “heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed.” 
(Not—I will heal myself.) To me, my Christian 
friends, your bypothesis presents many absurdi- 
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ties and flat contradictions. The physician, ay 
you, heals the patient; yet the patient heals him. 
self! God, say you, heals the moral maladies of 
the world; and yet the world must heal them. 
selves. God cures the diseases of the buman {a. 
mily; and yet a great part will be endlessly in. 
disposed! 

| Again, you say, we must save ourselves o; 
not be saved, our works are good for nothing, 
say you, and yet we must be habited in a “ filthy 
garment,” or never appear in heaven. Is this 
garment of “ filthy rags,” yours wedding” gar- 
|ment? Now, pray inform me, how much it cost 
jyou? Perhaps you are not willing to answer this 
| Plain question. If I may be permitted to presume, 
|I presume, then, that you have worn some long 
and disfigured faces ; renounced the pleasures of 
| the world; attended meetings one day out of 
|seven, and possibly have endeavoured to live 
godly. This, you say, is indispensably necessary 
ito procure admittance into heaven. You say, 
fall this (and much more) must be done, and yet 
| you do not expect to merit heaven by so doing 
| Now, is not this saying a thing is frue, and yet 
fats ? Iwill venture to aver you do not, nor 
jnever will merit heaven for your acts of absti- 
nence, praying, exhorting, &c. &c. That man 
who should demand a world, for administering a 
cup of water to a thirsty traveller, would be 
moderate when compared with your claim for 
|your wretched and imbecile works. Is it possi- 
ble, that you expect to enter the shining courts of 
| heaven, clothed in this “tilthy,” garb? You are 
unreasonable in your calculations! Do you hope 
to be admitted into the august presence of .1I- 
mighty God, for fasting, praying, and disfiguring 
your countenances? Look at your darling doc- 
trines; your favourite s:heme, and blush at your 
unparalleled extravagance!!! You rob God of 
his glory, and arrogate to yourselves the vic- 
tory over death and sin! You snatch from King 
Immanuel the crown of incorruptibility, and 
place it upon the heads of a favourite few! You 
wrest from Jesus the sceptre of peace, and wield 
ithe sledge of endless misery against the subjects 
of his dominions. You deny him the honour oi 
saving rebellious man! You thank no being for 
your salvation, but plume yourselves in your aw- 
ful greatness, and heartily thank mighty-self for 
this great saving power! 

Now, hear the prophet, “Save me, O Lord, 
‘and I shall be saved.” (Query, should an Armi- 
| nian save himself, how much would his salvation 
be worth? Did not Jeremiah think the salvation 
of the Lord the best kind of Salvation ?) If the 
| Lod save us, we shall be saved, and if he does not 
'desperate will be our condition. Unto thee, 0 
Lord, (and not unto men, or their works) be all 
the glory, for thou hast saved uswith the precious 
blood of him who died on Calvary, and rose for 
the justification of all moral beings. 


ONESIMUS. 














